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This is a seminar designed to open up a 
dialogue exploring the relationship between 
fashion (in both the specific and broad 
senses) and disease. ‘Fashionable 
diseases’ (a Leverhulme Trust project 
emanating from the scholars of literature 
and the history of medicine) in history as 
well as in the present could actually be 
caused by fashionable clothing (tight-lacing 
causing consumption, for example). Here we 
will ask what fashion can say about disease, 
what diseases were fashionable and why, 
and what diseases might have done to/for 
fashion. Although the fashionable diseases 
project team is examining the long C18th 
primarily, we hope that the contemporary 
fashion scene will provide more examples 
for discussion. 
 

Professor Clark Lawlor (PI of Leverhulme Trust 
funded project, 'Fashionable Diseases: 
Medicine, Literature and Culture, ca. 1660-
1832'), Dr Leigh Wetherall Dickson, Professor 
Allan Ingram, (Northumbria, Humanities), Dr 
James Kennaway (Newcastle, History) have all 
published a variety of monographs, articles and 
anthologies on the history and representation of 
disease.  
See http://www.fashionablediseases.info/  
	
  

 


