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The conference will consider the debate on fashion and sickness that linked 
melancholy, the vapours, nervousness, gout, consumption and many other diagnoses 
with the elite and superior sensibility. Its central aim is to take a new look at the topic 
by taking into account voices from beyond the social and medical elite, focusing on the 
often unglamorous reality of patient experience and broadening the range of conditions 
under consideration, including ‘unfashionable’ illnesses. To achieve this, it will take an 
explicitly interdisciplinary and comparative approach, looking at the role of culture in 
the broadest sense.  
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